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Team 1 Newsletter   

Term 2      2010
Dear Parents/Caregivers

Welcome back to term 2 ( 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to our children and their families who have joined us from the Kiwi Awhina.  We hope you all had an enjoyable and relaxing holiday with your children.  We look forward to working with you and your child in term 2.  We have an exciting learning journey to look forward to this term.
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Who & Where
Megan Cameron
Rm 1
Juliana Lee

Rm 23
Sally Ross

Rm 13


Marie Blair

Rm 16  (Team Leader)

Uniform Expectations
Thank you for sending your child in the correct uniform. 

We have lovely new classroom environments and to look after them we ask children to take their shoes off before entering the classroom.  It would be fantastic if you could send your child in correct but also appropriate footwear eg velcro shoes.  Remember school shoes need to be plain black and named.  Please remember socks as well to keep little feet warm on cold days. 

We really appreciate those parents/caregivers who take the time to name each part of their child’s uniform.  If it is found and named it can be returned.  Please remember to check your child’s belongings regularly as sometimes the wrong sweatshirt or hat can make its way into the wrong bag.  If you do find you have a piece of uniform that is not yours please bring it into school and the teachers can help you source the correct one.

3 Way Conferences
Our 3 Way Conferences will be held on Thursday 6th May from 1pm. You need to book your conference times via our website. To make a booking click on the link www.schoolinterviews.co.nz, our school code is WTQUA, just follow the simple instructions to book your child/rens’ interview/s.  If you need help with making your booking please contact Michelle on 271 1077 or just pop on in and see her at the office. We look forward to sharing your child’s progress and achievements so please ensure that you take the opportunity to go online and make a booking.  Remember “first in best dressed” which means if you book early you will get the time you are wanting. (
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Home Learning 
Thank you to the parents who have signed up to Mathletics. This is a great opportunity for your child to consolidate their numeracy knowledge and skills at home.  Our numeracy strand focus for this term is geometry. Using Mathletics the children are able to select a variety of activities that develop the concepts that we cover in class.  Your child’s class teacher is also able to view what your child has been working on at home. This enables us to target your child’s learning and adapt a programme to suit their learning needs.  If you wish your child to join Mathletics please speak with your classroom teacher.

Thank you to the parents who have been helping their child to learn their ‘wordring’ words.  It is vital that your child recognises these words instantly before they can move onto the next set.  Please do not try to sound out these words.  

Once your child has mastered these words by sight this enables them to use these in their reading, and in time in their writing.

Instructional readers will continue to go home each day throughout the term.  You may notice from time to time that your child may bring home a book they have read before, as they may have chosen this from their browsing basket. This is perfectly ok, and allows your child to develop the skills and strategies that we focus on in class, independently.  Reading should be no longer than 10 minutes each night.  Remember to keep it fun and enjoyable. It is your child’s responsibility to take their book home and return it the following day.  If you notice that your child is building a ‘collection of books’ in their book bag, please can you ensure that these are returned. 

Enterprise “The Fizzing and Foaming Shop”

This term we begin our Enterprise topic.  Firstly we will be experimenting with substances that create a physical change.  Then we will develop our knowledge and understanding of what “Enterprise” means.  Then lastly we will be deciding, planning and creating a product to sell on our market day in December.  This will be an exciting unit of work that integrates many curriculum areas, such as science, technology and social sciences.  Please ask your children about what they are learning throughout the term!
Creating Responsible Children.

Thank you to the parents who are fostering independence at home with their child.  It is clearly evident in class as these are the children who are able to organise themselves ready for their learning each day. Simple things such getting dressed, packing their own school bag each morning, bringing their own book bag and drink bottle into the classroom allows your child the opportunity to develop their organisational skills. I understand that it may be quicker for us to do this, however you’re enabling your child to develop important skills. 

Brain Food

At 10:00am each day we have a “brain food” break.  This allows the children to refuel as it can be a long wait until 11:00am for morning tea, especially if the children have had an early breakfast.  Please can we ask parents to include a fruit or vegetable snack that is easy to eat.  Cutting up a piece of fruit or a vegetable is an ideal way for your child to quickly eat their brain food.  It is also handy to have this in a separate container so that this can be bought into the classroom rather than their whole lunch box.  Please be mindful that if your child is ordering their lunch they will need 2 snacks, one for brain food and one for morning tea.  We thank you in anticipation with this matter. (
If you have any questions, queries or concerns about your child please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.
Thanks for your continued support in your child’s learning

Marie, Sally, Juliana and Megan (
